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by Ben Prof f itt
Associational Mission Strategist

  Imagine your church filled with 
holiness-pursuing, spiritual-disciplines 
practicing, broken-and-poured-out 
worshipping, unity-of-spirit fellowshipping, 
out-of-the-overflow witnessing, 
living-sacrifice serving, eternal-fruit bearing 
and totally God-glorifying... Christ-shaped 
DISCIPLES.  

  Is it mere fantasy, or even delusion? Or is 
this a vision God would endorse, empower, 
and even inhabit?   

  Len Sweet said, ?There?s a lot in the church 
that isn?t in the Bible, and there?s a lot in 
the Bible that isn?t in the church.? Let?s do 
something very deliberate to change 
that...to make, equip and send a myriad of 
Christ-shaped disciples from every Body of 
Believers. 

  That is the purpose for the Network of 
Disciple-Making Leaders. Note the 
following: 

  Network OBJECTIVES: Develop/utilize 
strategies to... 

1. Intentionally progress disciples from 
spiritual infant  to child to adult to 
reproducing parent and grandparent.  

2. Securely assimilate into church life 
both new believers  and new 
members. 

3. Increase the practice of each of the 
spiritual  disciplines. (Such as: prayer 
& fasting, meditation, worship, Bible      
studying, journaling, stewardship &   
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simplicity, witnessing, serving,      
confession, submission, fellowship, 
solitude, etc.) 

4. Increase a theological high view of God 
and Scripture, and a biblical worldview. 

5. Share the gospel through relationships 
with every soul in NE TN. 

6. Gather regularly with other 
disciple-making leaders...working 
together to ?systematize? treatment of 
topics, skills development, mutual 
edification, accountability, co-laboring, 
etc. 

7. Enlist an apprentice/future leader that 
you will invest in...both to help you and 
also to equip potential leaders of      
disciple-making.  

Point #6 reflects the Network paradigm, 
simple as it is...leaders of disciple-making 
from every church, by county, gathering 
regularly to discuss topics, consider 
resources, strategize, and mutually equip one 
another to more effectively develop 
Christ-shaped DISCIPLES. 

  

UPCOMING COUNTY 
NETWORK LAUNCH  
EVENTS BY COUNTY: 
Washingt on , Mon., Feb. 18, 
Jonesborough First Baptist, 6:00  

Greene, Tues, Feb. 19, Tusculum 
Baptist, 6:00 

Sull ivan , Mon, Mar. 4, Volunteer 
Baptist, 6:00 

Unicoi, Tues, Mar. 5, Shallow Ford, 
6:00 

Speaker : Mark Miller, TBMB

Light supper provided, if you RSVP. 

Content at each event is identical, so if 
the date for your county doesn?t work, 
please choose to engage one that does.  

  Please treat this with earnest. Every 
church is asked to enlist and send one 
leader in disciple-making. Please 
provide that leader?s contact info to 
HBA. We will gladly take in complete 
rookies, just send folks with a heart to 
see spiritually healthy disciples, who 
will impact spiritually healthy 
churches. I think God would gladly 
inhabit the efforts of such a vision! 

___________________________________ 

CONTINUED  ON NEXT PAGE  ...



WORSHIP LEADERS NETWORK LAUNCH  EVENT: 
Where: Central Baptist Church, Johnson City 

When: Mon, Feb. 4, 6:00 

Speaker : Scott Shepherd, TBMB Worship 
Ministry Specialist

Supper provided, if you RSVP. 

Book provided: ?Worship Matters? by Bob 
Kauflin 

  

The concept is just like the Disciple-Making 
Network description, only this is specifically for Worship Leaders, and all counties will 
gather for just one meeting. The emphasis will be on Worship Renewal. Please 
encourage your Worship Leader to engage this ministry-enhancing Network. 

Network OBJECTIVES: Design/develop strategies to: 

1. Equip people to comprehend and practice biblical (heart) conditions to KNOW 
GOD and earnestly worship God. 

2. Equip families to develop godly habits of family worship that nurtures faith and 
life-giving worship, which when shared, strengthens family-faith and faithfulness. 

3. Equip church Worship Team, or all who are involved in worship leadership. Help 
teams learn to plan together in prayerful preparation and coordination. 

4. Equip with technical and relational skills necessary to influence a ?culture of 
worship? that will be transformational in our churches. 

5. Gather regularly with other worship leaders...working together to ?systematize? 
treatment of topics, skills development, mutual edification, accountability, 
co-laboring, etc. 

6. Enlist an apprentice/future leader that you will invest in...both to help in your job 
and also to equip potential leaders of  worship.  

In Him,

Ben
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 The human body was designed and 
created to do work. The network of 
muscles, bones and ligaments are in 
place to do physical work. The regular 
exercise of all these parts keeps them 
in good order. This is why we often feel 
so good after yard work or returning 
from the gym (though maybe a little 
sore). We were not made to sit in front 
of keyboards or sit in waiting rooms for 
hours or behind a steering wheel for 
miles. 

We counter this modern lifestyle with 
regular exercise. I call this "movement". 
You should never sit at your desk more 
than two hours without getting up and 
walking down a hallway or up a flight of 
stairs. A church building has lots of 
halls, stairs or even a gym where we 
can walk. Take your lunch to a park 
and do ten or fifteen minutes of brisk 
walking. At home you can walk 
in your neighborhood and pray 
over the families of each home 
as you go by. 

Weight training is a very good 
choice to make. You can join 
some gyms for as little as $10 
per month. Muscles and bones 
benefit from the slight strain this 
type of exercise brings. 
Ligaments need to be used to 
stay tight and strong. Once you 
get a routine set you can get a 
good muscle workout in under 

Greg Burton
Pastor, 

Colonial Heights

TO  YO UR HEA LTH

twenty minutes. Also allow an extra 
20-30 minutes for some cardio. 
Please note this next point: WE 
SCHEDULE THE THINGS THAT 
ARE IMPORTANT. IF YOU DO NOT 
SCHEDULE TIME FOR EXERCISE 
YOU WILL NOT DO IT! Let's all start 
moving. (I am hearing Sgt. Carter 
shout at Gomer Pyle now!) 

  

Move it! Move it! 

Greg Burton  



 

  

Haley Wherry - HBA 
Evangelism Training 
Coordinator /  First  Priority

A DIFFERENT 
LOOK AT AN  
OLD PHRASE  
Love the sinner hate the sin. 

  We have all heard that 
phrase before. In theory, 
it?s a great truth, but in 
reality, it?s not what the 
Church is known for. 

  In fact, the phrase has 
become a source of 
negativity in today?s 
culture. It has not been 
lived out by many 
Christians. We have bought 
into the world?s concept 
that our identities are tied 
to what we do? the sinner 
and the sin are not seen as 
separate things. In 
addition, many who are in 
bondage to sin are blinded 
to their shackles or desire 
their bondage more than 
freedom. 

  As Chr ist ians, we m ust  
f igure out  how t o l ive out  
t he fact  t hat  God loves 
t he sinner  but  hat es t he 
sin, and we m ust  do so in 
love. 

   How do we love the 
individual while standing 
firm in the truth that sin is 
sin? 
  Instead of using sweep- 
ing, broad terms like sinner 
and sin, it may be helpful 
instead to be more specific. 

· God loves the idolater but 
hates idols. 

· God loves the rebel child 
but hates rebellion. 

· God loves the murderer 
but hates murder. 

· God loves the adulterer 
but hates adultery. 

· God loves the thief but 
hates stealing. 

· God loves the liar but 
hates lies. 

· God loves the envious but 
hates coveting. 

· God loves the prostitute 
but hates prostitution. 

· God loves the divorcee 
but hates divorce. 

· God loves the abortionist 
but hates abortion. 

· God loves the glutton but 
hates gluttony. 

· God loves the miser but 
hates greed. 

· God loves the slacker but 
hates sloth. 

· God loves the 
homosexual but hates 
homosexuality. 

· God loves the angry 
person but hates 

unrighteous anger. 

· God loves the proud but 
hates pride. 

· God loves the slave owner 
but hates slavery. 

· God loves the warrior but 
hates war. 

· God loves the porn star 
but hates pornography. 

 Maybe we should be using 
a different phrase? 

  ?God loves the sinner so 
much He wants them to be 
free of all sin and the 
bondage and death it 
brings.? 

  Too long? Keeping in mind 
that the wages of sin is 
death, and that God loves 
the spiritually dead but 
hates death, How about: 

?Love t he sinner , seek  
t heir  f reedom??

  As I seek to love my 
neighbors and stand firm 
in Truth, I need to keep 
reminding myself that?

 God loves m e but  hat es 
m y idols, m y rebell ion, 
m y hat red, m y lust , m y 
t hef t , m y l ies, m y 
covet ing, m y 
prost it ut ing, m y 
glut t ony, m y greed, m y 
slot h, m y perversion, m y 
unr ight eous anger , m y 
pr ide, m y wars, m y? .f i l l  
in t he blank .     

? Soli Deo Gloria ?  

     



 King Spings 
BC has an 
artist able to 
do wonderful 
murals. 

If you are 
interested, please call his 
pastor, Gary Addington at 
423-968-7079  

ATTENTION PASTORS:
Joh an n e Slab b er t ,  a  h o r se  t r a in er  
f r om  Sou t h  Af r i ca ,  i s cu r r en t ly  
d o in g  m ission s w i t h  NAM B in  
W y om in g . He w i l l  b e  in  t h e  
Tr i -Ci t ies ar ea a t  t h e  en d  o f  
Feb r u ar y .  I f  y ou r  ch u r ch  w ou ld  
l i ke  t o  h av e  h im  com e sh ar e ,  
p lease  ca l l  h im  a t  8 2 8 -7 1 9 -8 3 7 5

Calvary Bapt ist  Church, 
Erw in   is giving 
away mauve 
colored church 
choir robes! If 
you are 
interested, 
please contact 
Shannon @ (423) 743-4926

I n  
C h u r c h  

N e w s





 Holst on Associat ion VBS Clin ic 

 Thursday, April 18, 2019 

 First Baptist Church of Blountville 

 5:15    Open House 

 6:00    Opening Rally 

6:45    Conferences 

 8:30    Dismissal 

* More information to come about classes  

that will be conducted.    

 

J u n e  8 - 15 , 
2 0 19  

    * Ten churches are going t o Pit t sburgh, PA ?              
call Cody Greene if  int erest ed (423) 276-5971

    * Sout hside is going t o Cincinnat i ?                                         
call Jamie Gladden (423) 926-5742 

This is a FREE event for all church and associational 
secret ar ies/assist ant s. This is a opportunity for you to meet 
other secretaries/assistants that are in and around your area 
and just have time for fun, food, and fellowship. 

Time: 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Lunch sponsored by Tennessee Baptist Mission Board and 
Tennessee Baptist Convention Secretaries Association (TBCSA) 

April 2- Oak Grove Bapt ist  Church, Mt . Carmel, TN  
 Register online at https:// tn.sbcworkspace.com/Pub/Event/Register/55230404  

https://tn.sbcworkspace.com/Pub/Event/Register/55230404


Mary McDonald,  

a Knoxville resident  and 
beloved Tennessee 

com poser/m usician, will 
present  a worship concert  

on Sunday, Feb. 3, 4:00 p.m . 
in the Sanctuary of           

Cent ral Bapt ist  Church,    
300 N. Roan St .,         
Johnson City, TN.   

  
Concert  is FREE and all are 

welcom e.  Don?t  m iss it ; 
Mary is WONDERFUL!   

Clark Street Baptist Church held an 
Ordination Service into the Gospel 
Ministry for Ross Campbell Sunday, 

January 20 , 2019. Ross is a graduate of 
Liberty University.  He is actively working 

with the high school and college students 
and the church?s Outreach ministry. 

Pictured are Ross Campbell and his wife 
Tiffany with Pastor Randy Hommel.     

In January, Colonial Heights 
Baptist Church delivered 
grocery gift cards to the TSA 
staff at our local airport when 
agents were unpaid during 
the government partial 
shutdown. Just a way for us 
to say, "We care about you!"?   



Beulah Bapt ist  is looking for a full t ime pastor. 
Please send resumes to:

Pastor Search Commit tee  
491 Beulah Church Rd, Kingsport , TN 37663

First  Bapt ist  Church of  Erw in  
is seek ing t o f i l l  a par t -t im e Minist er  
w it h Yout h posit ion in t he near  
fut ure. More inform at ion (including a 
job descr ipt ion) can be found on our  
websit e at  
www.erw inf irst .org/ yout hm inist er . 

Resum es m ay be subm it t ed t o hello@erw inf irst .org and w il l  be received 
t hrough Fr iday, February 22nd. 

a par t -t im e Missions Minist er .     
Mail resumes to Unaka Avenue Baptist 

Church, 1213 E. Unaka Avenue, 
Johnson City, TN  37601 to the 

attention of Jerry Lambert.  Email 
resumes to office@unakaavenue.com 
to the attention of Jerry Lambert.  For 

questions, call 423-926-5951. 

a par t -t im e St udent  Minist er .       
Mail resumes to Unaka Avenue 
Baptist Church, 1213 E. Unaka 

Avenue, Johnson City, TN  37601 to 
the attention of Jerry Lambert.  Email 
resumes to office@unakaavenue.com 
to the attention of Jerry Lambert.  For 

questions, call 423-926-5951.

Unaka Avenue Bapt ist
is searching for ...

http://www.erwinfirst.org/youthminister
mailto:hello@erwinfirst.org
mailto:office@unakaavenue.com
mailto:office@unakaavenue.com


   R E P L I CA T E  
Exactly what does it mean to be a disciple?  

Join Cherry Grove Baptist Church in participating in R E P L I CA T E . 
You will learn what it means to be a disciple, how to develop a disciple-making culture in 
your church and  how to raise up disciple-making leaders in your church.  Training will be 
February 22-23. Cost is $10 and includes dinner on Friday beginning at 6:00. Class will be 
from 6:30 until 9:00.   

Breakfast on Saturday will begin at 8:30, class will begin at 9:00-12:00.  Materials will be 
provided.  

This will be at Cherry Grove Baptist Church in Jonesborough. Register at 
cherrygrovesec@hotmail.com, or call the church at 423-753-2033.    



Beulah Bapt ist  Church 
honored Pastor Al South who 

retired after 25 years of 
faithful service on 12/ 30/ 18. 

Pastor Al and Tina were 
presented with a new riding 

lawn mower along with cards, 
funny stories, heartfelt 

gratitude, and tears of joy 
mixed with sadness. Acts 

20:20 sums his "20/ 20 vision" 
and work at Beulah: "You 

know that I have not hesitated 
to preach anything that would 

be helpful to you but have 
taught you publicly and from 

house to house." May God 
richly bless the Souths in this 

next phase of life.   

 <-- Son in law  Donnie Shipley, grandson El i, 
daughter Emily and granddaughter Reagan.  

Pastor Al  & Tina South





 div ine all lov es 
excelling, Joy of  
heav ?n t o ear t h 
com e dow n;? 

How  can w e talk of love this month 
w ithout  recognizing that  t rue love is 
from God? 

Love beyond anything that  w e can 
imagine. Sacrif icial love, perfect  love, to 
the heights and depths and ext remes of 
any condit ion. Love fulf illed in Jesus 
leav ing heaven?s throne to prov ide the 
w ay for us to dw ell in God?s div ine love. 

 ?For God so loved the w orld, that  He 
gave His only begot ten son.? (John 3:16). 

?Fix  in us t hy  hum ble dw elling; All 
Thy f ait hf ul m ercies crow n.?  

 Jesus w ants to inhabit  us, to be w ithin 
all that  w e are and all w e do. In this w ay 
w e can t ruly experience His div ine love. 
He chooses these earthen vessels of 
ours, so that  everyone can physically see 
His love and pow er in us. 

 His mercies forgive our t respasses and 
bear our punishment . The love and 
grace extended to us is unmatched in all 
creat ion. God promises to never leave 
us or forsake us. 

 ?What  doth the Lord require of thee, but  
to do just ly, and to love mercy, and to 
w alk humbly w ith thy God?? (Micah 6:8). 

?Jesus, Thou ar t  all com passion, Pure, 
unbounded lov e Thou ar t ;? 

 Jesus, Jesus. To be compassionate, as 
defined by Webster?s is: ?...inclined to 
show  mercy; merciful; hav ing a heart  
that  is tender, easily moved by the 
dist resses, sufferings, w ants and 
inf irmit ies of others.? Our minist ries, our 
kind acts should be free of our ow n 
agendas or w orldly ideals. They should 
be f illed and overf low ing w ith the Holy 
Spirit?s direct ion and purpose. An act  
that  is unself ish, maybe out  of your 
comfort  zone, is a w ay to help someone 
else in their t ime of need. Outw ard, 
lov ing, unrest rained act ions that  exhibit  
the change in our hearts, w ill benefit  
others know ing and experiencing 
Christ?s love. 

 ?Inasmuch as he have done it  unto one 
of the least  of these my brethren, ye 
have done it  unto me.? (Mat thew  25:40).  

?Visit  us w it h Thy salv at ion; Ent er  
ev ery  t rem bling hear t .? 

 Forgiveness, redempt ion, and the only 
w ay of rescue from sin is through Jesus 
laying dow n His life for us. This should 
cause us to shout  from the rooftops of 
the love of God for everyone. Every lost  
soul, w hatever race, background, age, or 
social status needs to know  of the 
eternal life they can have through Jesus. 
The only t rue, pure, div ine love there is 
aw aits being fulf illed in the hearts of 
those w ho need Him. 

 ?I have loved thee w ith an everlast ing 
love: therefore w ith lov ing kindness I 
have draw n thee.? (Jeremiah 31:3). 

How  can you share God?s lov e w it h 
t he Johnson Cit y  Bapt ist  Cent er?   

 PRAY: Especially during Bible Study 
t imes: 

 Tuesday from 5:30 to 7:00 for children 

 Wednesdays from 12:00 to 1:30 for 
adults 

 Thursdays from 5:30 to 7:45 for youth 

 GIVE: Hygiene items needed: 

 Shampoo, deodorant , soap, toothpaste, 
toilet  paper  

 Go: Work w ith us this summer con- 
duct ing VBS. 

Serv ing together in Jesus? love, 

Anna Huggins 

Director of Minist ries at  Johnson City 
Bapt ist  Center 
anna@holstonbapt ists.org

"Love



f eb r ua r y  
 4 W orsh ip Ren ewa l  Con feren ce @ Cen tra l , JC -  6 :0 0 - 8:30 PM

12 Execu t i ve Boa rd  M eet i n g @ H BA  -  9 :30 A M

14 Spoi l  you r W i fe d ay (i .e. Va l en t i n e's D ay) 

18 D iscipl e- M ak in g Lead ers N etwork  Lau n ch  @ 1st  Jon esborou gh  
-  6 PM , d in n er provid ed

19  D iscipl e- M ak in g Lead ers N etwork  Lau n ch  @ Tu scu l u m             
-  6 PM , d in n er provid ed

20 Lead ersh ip Lu n ch eon  -  11:30 A M  -  RSVP wi th  Bryan

21  Y ou th  M in i sters Fel l owsh ip -  11:30 A M

21 Stra tegi c Lead ersh ip Tra in in g @ H BA  -  6 :30 PM

22- 23 REPLI CATE @ Ch erry Grove

Ma r c h
3- 10  A n n ie A rm stron  Easter O fferi n g

 4 D iscipl e- M ak in g Lead ers N etwork  Lau n ch  @ Vol u n teer         
-  6 PM , d in n er provid ed

 5 D i scipl e- M ak in g Lead ers N etwork  Lau n ch  @ Sh a l l ow Ford             
-  6 PM , d in n er provid ed

20 Lead ersh ip Lu n ch eon  -  11:30 A M  -  RSVP wi th  Bryan

21  Y ou th  M in i sters Fel l owsh ip -  11:30 A M
21 Stra tegi c Lead ersh ip Tra in in g @ H BA  -  6 :30 PM

A P R IL
5- 7 Stu d en t  Con feren ce @ Rid gecrest
 9 Bibl e D ri l l  @ Tri n i ty @ Jon esborou gh  -  5:45PM
17 Lead ersh ip Lu n ch eon  -  11:30 A M  -  RSVP wi th  Bryan
18 VBS CLin i c @ Fi rst  Bl ou n tvi l l e -  5:15PM  -  8:30 PM
19 Good  Fri d ay -  H BA  offi ce C l osed
21 Easter Su n d ay
27 N orth east  Region a l  D ri l l  @ FB Green evi l l e -  Tim e TBA

M ark Your Calendars
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Every month, Holston Bapt ist  Associat ion will be host ing Strategic Leadership,  a 
web-based seminar led by Ed Stetzer.  Ed Stetzer writes and speaks on theology, 
m issiology, church plant ing, church revitalizat ion, and church innovat ion.  

Each session includes a 20 m inute talk by Ed, followed by a discussion t ime. Many 
addit ional resources will be made available for each topic.

You m ight  ask, ?Who are the leaders in my church?? Pastors,  support  staff  (educat ion 
pastor/ Sunday School leader,  worship pastor/ music leader,  youth pastor/ leader,  
children?s pastor/ leader,  deacons and/ or elders? And let?s not  forget  those in whom 
you see leadership potent ial!

If  you have been looking for a curriculum that  will provide your church and your 
leaders with top notch t raining and resources related to leading a m inist ry effect ively,  
you will not  be disappointed. Why not  use this as an opportunity to at tend this t raining 
together with your leaders and all of  you be on the same page?   

We hope this resource is one way we can help you grow as a leader to bless your church 
or m inist ry. You must  RSVP to at tend by emailing Bryan Smith at  
bryan@holstonbapt ists.org.  

Before you dism iss this as something else to take up your valuable t ime, at  least  ask 
yourself ,  ?Is it  worth it? Should I at  least  give this some considerat ion? Come to a  
session before you answer this quest ion - Make the Decision to Cont inue to Learn to 
Lead - we look forward to seeing you soon!  

P.S. For those who m ight  be interested in a FastTrack t raining (18 topics in 18 weeks) 

Sign  up on  our  FB page!

  When : February 21, 2019 @ 6:30pm

  Where: Holst on  Of f i ce

https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/about/about.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/about/about.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/about/about.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/about/about.html
mailto:bryan@holstonbaptists.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/1002996446568257/?active_tab=about
https://www.facebook.com/events/1002996446568257/?active_tab=about


Wa n t  t o  in c l ud e  s o me t h in g  in  Th e  Me s s e n g e r ? 

To submit your information for March 2019, please email 
claudia@holstonbaptists.org by the deadline: Friday, February 22nd. 

Please be aware we will not be accepting submissions after this date. This 
will help us get The Messenger into your hands as soon as possible.    

Thank you!

m ake sure t o fol low  us on FB!

Text  t o  jo in! 
Text : JOINHBA to 84576
*  no password is required

Text STOP to 84576 to stop txt notifications at any time. Text 
HELP for help. There is no charge for this service, but your 
carrier message and data rates may apply. View privacy 
policy & terms at flocknote.com/txt.  

mailto:claudia@holstonbaptists.org
http://www.facebook.com/HolstonBaptistTN
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Off ice Hours 

Monday t hru Fr iday 

8:30am  - 4:30pm *  

423.929.1196 

* On Wednesday m ornings we w il l  not  be available t o answer  phones 

due t o our  week ly st af f  m eet ings  

em ail us at :  hba@holst onbapt ist s.org 
www.holstonbaptists.org

mailto:hba@holstonbaptists.org
http://www.holstonbaptists.org

