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March
1st  - 2nd  - State Evangel ism Conference - Brentwood, TN

6th & 7th - Regional  Disaster Rel ief  Training - Higher Ground Bapt ist  Church

8th - 15th - Week of  Prayer for North American Missions and Annie Armstrong 
Of fering. 

13th-14th - Youth Evangel ism Conference - Nashvil le Municipal  Auditorium 

20th-22nd - Get  Together & Connect ion - Gat l inburg Convent ion Center

23rd - Student  Conference Pre-Meet ing @ 6:30 - Heritage Bapt ist  Church 

April  
3rd - 5th - Student  Conference

5th - Palm Sunday

7th - Bible Dri l l  - Calvary Erwin 

10th - Good Friday - Of f ice Closed

12th - Easter

13th - 15th - TIP Training 

21st  - Holocaust  Remembrance Day

23rd - HBA Secretaries Meet ing 

May 
5th - Al l  Teams Meet ing @ 8:30 - HBA Of f ice

7th - Nat ional  Day Of  Prayer 

10th - Mothers Day

12th - Execut ive Board @ 9:30am - HBA Of f ice

25th Memorial  Day - Of f ice Closed
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On Sunday, February 2nd 
Mountain View had a Deacon 
Ordinat ion and Installat ion 
Service where they had the 
pleasure of ordaining Taylor 

Pruet t . Ben Profit t  and all of us 
here at  Holston would like to wish 
a very special congratulat ions to 

Taylor and we Pray that  God 
would bless you and cont inue to 

use you for His Glory!

(Pictured above: Taylor and 
Chelsea Pruet t )

(Pictured on r ight : Taylor and 
Pastor Rich Murray)

Congr at ul at i ons 
Tayl or



D.A. Hor t on serves as 
Pastor of Reach 

Fellowship in Long Beach, 
CA and as an Assistant 

Professor of Intercultural 
Studies at California 
Baptist University. 

Previously he served as 
Chief Evangelist for the 
Urban Youth Workers 

Institute, a church 
planter/pastor in Kansas 

City, MO, a National 
Coordinator of Urban 

Student Ministries at the 
North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) and the 
Executive Director at 
ReachLife Ministries.

Solom on Rexius is the Director 
of Salt Company at 

Cornerstone Church in Ames, 
Iowa, reaching college students 

at Iowa State University. He 
was born and raised in Eugene, 

Oregon, and completed a 
Masters of Divinity at Western 
Seminary in Portland. Before 

moving to Iowa, he was a 
college pastor in Eugene for 6 
years at University Fellowship 
Church. Solomon and his wife 
Lizzy just celebrated 8 years of 
marriage, and together they 
are the proud parents of one 

son (Israel) and three 
daughters (Crystal, Georgia, 

Penny), with one more girl on 
the way.

The Liber t y Worship 
Collect ive is made up of 

the most talented, 
next-generation worship 

leaders in the world, 
selected from over 1,200 

competitors annually. 
The students selected 
have the privilege of 

leading worship at the 
largest weekly gathering 

of young people ?  
Liberty University?s 
Convocation. From 

God-glorifying worship to 
world-class songwriting, 

the Liberty Worship 
Collective is the future of 

worship ?  now. 

Order your 
T-Shir ts HERE!    

hbastudents.org

Pre-Meet ing on March 23rd 
s tar t ing at  6:30pm at  

Her i tage Bapt is t  Church

https://hbastudents.org
http://dahorton.com/
http://dahorton.com/
http://saltcompany.com/
http://saltcompany.com/
https://www.liberty.edu/worshipcollective/
https://www.liberty.edu/worshipcollective/
https://www.liberty.edu/worshipcollective/
https://www.liberty.edu/worshipcollective/
https://hbastudents.org/registration-2/
https://hbastudents.org/registration-2/


Congratulat ions Luka from all of us here at  HBA! March 1st was Luka's 
last  service as pastor at  Faith Fellowship. Pastor Luka will be pursuing 
his Doctoral Degree from Southeastern Bapt ist  T heological Seminary 
but will st ill cont inue to be an act ive member of FFBC. Congratulat ions 
Luka, we pray that God would cont inue to bless you and your family.



Ben Brags 
on the 
Savior

by ben profit t

In 1999, Avery 
Willis reported that 
70% of all people 
throughout history who 
have ever been saved 
have come to Christ  in 
the 20th century. Of 
that number, 70% of 
conversions were 
post-1945. And of that 
number, 70% have been 
converted to Christ  
since 1990. Do the 
math; 1990-99 saw 
more than 1/3 of all 
conversions to Christ  in 
the history of mankind!

?T his gospel of the 

kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a 
test imony to all the nat ions, and then the end will come.? 
Matt . 24:14

In Nepal 1990, two thousand Christ ians were 
known; In 1999, over half a million. In 1990, 
Mozambique had no known Christ ians; In 1999, there 
were 300 new churches. In one decade, Asia boomed 
from 15 million Christ ians to over 100 million. In South 
America, 40 thousand evangelicals became 40 million 
from 1990-99. India had three million conversions 
dur ing that decade. Even the Muslim world has seen an 
astronomical increase in converts.

So, what has happened from 2000-2020? Probably 
70% or more converts again...in every part  of the world 
except North America, Western Europe, Japan and 

mailto:ben@holstonbaptists.org
mailto:ben@holstonbaptists.org
mailto:ben@holstonbaptists.org


societal morals and an 
increase in powerless 
churches, and the rest 
of the world will 
cont inue to exper ience 
spir itual awakening and 

preparat ion for the 
Return of Christ ... 
without us.

Australia!!!

WHY???

What is happening 
worldwide...EXCEPT  
among people like us?

John Franklin 
summarizes, they pray 
earnest ly T OGET HER; 
We talk about praying 
INDIVIDUALLY.

In the New 
Testament, almost 
every ment ion of prayer 
most likely refers to 
group or corporate 
prayer, including Acts 
6. In recent centur ies, 
every awakening has 
been preceded by 

significant corporate 
prayer. And the pr imary 
common denominator 
in every part  of the 
world where God is 
moving might ily today 
is the pr ior ity of 
PRAYING 
T OGET HER.

But in America, 
the centerpiece in most 
evangelical churches is 
MINIST RY OF T HE 
WORD...to the 
near-abandonment of 
fervent, united, 
corporate 
PRAYER...T OGET HER.

Let us not fall to 
the PRIDE of thinking 
eloquence and 
thoroughness in 
preaching and teaching 
are all-sufficient. 
Pastors/Leaders, we 
must make PRAYING 
T OGET HER a pr ior ity 
EQUAL to 
PREACHING and 
teaching.

Unt il we get it  
r ight on the pr ior ity of 
earnest corporate 
prayer, we should 
expect to see 
cont inuing decline in 



I f you were to type ?Average Tenure of 
Southern Bapt ist  Pastors? into your internet 
browser you would get plenty of suggest ions. 
Some will say 3-4 years while others will go as 
high as almost 8 years. T here are many factors 
that go into how long a pastor will stay in a 
part icular pastorate but the bottom line is this: 
He will not stay there forever! As you read this 
you may be thinking, ?I?m not expect ing my 
pastor to leave anyt ime soon.? and you may be 
correct.However, the reality is that there will be a 
day the pulpit  at  your church will be vacated and 
what occurs next will have a lot  to do with the 
future of your church.

I  am borrowing from an art icle I  read 
several years ago writ ten by Lavern Brown 
ent it led ?9 Signs Your Church Needs an 
Intent ional Inter im Pastor.? T he author made a 
very good case for every church to consider this 
step when that day arr ives -  and it  eventually 
will, that your current pastor leaves.

Calling an intent ional inter im pastor should be 
the first  thing a church does when the pastor 
resigns, especially if the church meets any of 
these cr iter ia:

1. T he pastor is leaving after a lengthy 
tenure (experts differ  over?lengthy 
tenure?, with figures from 7 to 15 years).

2. T he church churns its pastors (a new one 
is called every?few years).

3. T he pastor leaves under duress (forced 
out) or due to moral failure.

4. T he church?s leaders can?t ident ify or 

Chur ch 
Hea lt h

by: bryan smith

agree on the church?s mission.
5. I t  has been three years since the last  

ministry audit  (everything is reviewed for 
?mission fit? and amended as needed).

6. I t  is a ?commuter church? (members are 
very different from those who live near the 
church).

7. Attendance has plateaued (people coming 
in offset those who leave).

8. T he church faces significant financial 
challenges.

Any church enter ing the transit ion 
between pastors should pay careful and prayer 
at tent ion to these danger signs. I f not, there is a 
danger the leadership team might ut ter five very 
dangerous words. I f these words become a 
mantra the leadership could unwit t ingly inflict  
ser ious damage on the church that take years to 
repair.

Five words church leaders must avoid

?We can do it  ourselves.?

T hose words should be neither spoken or 
thought by the leaders of a church that meets 
any of the cr iter ia. Perhaps this is an appropr iate 
sent iment for?church leaders that have the rare 
good fortune of being part  of a robust, vigorous 
congregat ion. Other than that, they?might say 
these five deadly words because they don?t know 
what they don?t know.

For more information on this subject, 
please follow this link or call me to begin a 
conversat ion.



We love to celebrate the joys and blessings 
of our lives. I  would love to share two of mine with 
you. T wo more grandchildren have been born into 
our family. Cora was born in November, then 
recent ly, Elise was born in February. So precious 
are these new lives, beaut iful creat ions of God.

T he Bible tells us in Psalm 139:13, that 
God knit  us together in our mother?s womb. Also, 
in Jeremiah 1:5, that he knew us even before we 
were formed in the womb. Just as we rejoice in the 
bir ths in our family, our Heavenly Father rejoices 
in bir ths into his family. Zephaniah 3:17 (NIV), 
says: ?T he Lord our God is with you, he is mighty 
to save. He will take great delight in you, he will 
quiet  you with his love, he will rejoice over you 
with singing.?

God loves us so much that he sent his only 
son to provide our salvat ion. When we accept 
Jesus as our Savior, God rejoices. We also rejoice 
and want to share with others about our new life 
in him. T he people we know, fr iends, neighbors, or 
new acquaintances with whom we build 
relat ionships, are the ones we want to tell about 
this blessing. How can we not share about the 
forgiveness and eternal life that Jesus has 
provided?

Sharing about God?s love for us and the 
good news of Jesus, is what the Johnson City 
Bapt ist  Center is about. We want to be faithful in 
this commission we have been given. Right now, at  
the Bapt ist  Center, we hope to reach new families 
moving into the community. Please pray for open 

"New s Fr om  The 
J ohnson Ci t y  Bap t ist  
Cent er
by: anna huggins

doors for us to welcome them. Also, some children 
from these families are at tending the Bible clubs. 
Pray that they will love to learn about Jesus. 

Pray for our older youth who regular ly 
at tend Bible study, that the Holy Spir it  will draw 
them to trust  him with their  lives. Pray for the 
woman in our Adult  Bible study who is searching 
to understand the truth of God?s Word. Pray for 
the man who attended for the first  t ime, that he 
will be drawn to the Bible. Please pray for the 
woman who is a person of peace in the community, 
that God will guide her as she reaches out to 
others.

As we build relat ionships, shar ing about 
what God is doing in our lives becomes a natural 
progression. Telling someone about Jesus is a 
blessing because his love will overflow to others. 
We talk, we share, we cry, we rejoice. Pray for new 
lives in Christ !

We ask for your help:

- In prayer
- In providing scholarships for 9 youth to 

at tend the HBA Student Conference
- In donat ions to replace the roof on the 

act ivity house at the Bapt ist  Center
- In volunteer ing your church to br ing a 

mission team to do VBS this summer.

Rejoicing in God?s love,

Anna Huggins



Evang elism  Conference

Fr iday, March 6 
6:30PM

Oak Grove Baptist Church 
Sullivan Baptist Choir will sing

Soloist: Carolyn Reed

Speaker: Harold Hunter

Sat urday, March 7
10:00AM-12:00PM

Oak Grove Baptist Church

Soloist: Carolyn Reed

Speaker: a member from the 
Fellowship of TN Baptist 
Evangelists

Sat urday, March 7
6:30PM

Boones Creek Baptist Church

Special Singing ? TBD

Sunday, March 8 
AM Services

One Day Revival at many 
churches in area

Speakers will be members of 
the Fellowship of TN Baptist 
Evangelists

Sunday, March 8
6:30PM

University Pkwy Baptist Church

Joint services with all churches 
who had the One Day Revival 
Service in their AM services

Speaker: Harold Hunter

Monday, March 9
10:00AM-12:00PM

Boones Creek Baptist Church

Speaker: a member of the 
Fellowship of TN Baptist 
Evangelists



Cher ry Grove Bapt ist  Church

104 Cherry Grove Road 

Jonesborough, TN

March 14-15, 2020

Led by: Keit h Boggs from First Baptist, Woodstock 
and Real Momentum Ministries. 

There will be a BBQ meal on Saturday (14th) at 
6:00PM followed by Part 1 of the Workshop

Sunday 1:00PM will be Part 2 of the Workshop

Call Cherry Grove Baptist Church to register 
423-753-2033

FREE!!!





Associat ional 
Bib le Dr i l l

Tuesday, Apr i l  7, 2020, 5:45 p.m .

Calvary Bapt ist  Church
Erwin

Churches need to have church drills done by Sunday, 
March 29, in time to submit the names to the HBA 

office for participation in the Associational Drill. Want 
a blessing? Come and watch the drills on April 7, you?ll 

be amazed to see and hear God?s word proclaimed.



Piney Flat s First  Bapt ist  Church is accepting resumes for a bi-vocational part time Youth Pastor 
and also a bi-vocational part time Children's Minist ry Director . Please send resume to 
PastorAllenDavis@gmail.com or the church email, pineyflatsbaptist@gmail.com, attention 
personnel committee.

Holston needs volunteers (individuals or churches) to take on the task of upkeep and 
maintenance on the Buf falo Ridge Cemetery. This is the cemetery that HBA owns. This would 
include mowing, weeding and blowing leaves in the fall. Please contact us at the HBA office at 
(423) 929-1196 if you or your church are interested.  

Woodlawn Bapt ist  Church is prayerfully seeking a part -t ime Youth Minister  who has a 
committed relationship to Jesus Christ with a servant?s heart and a passion to minister to youth in 
a way that glorifies God. In this roll a qualified candidate would be expected to effectively 
administer and develop spiritual growth and evangelism of our Youth (Middle & High School 
Students), through Bible teaching, worship, discipleship, mission?s involvement, counseling, & 
recreational activities.  Bachelor?s degree in Youth Ministry preferred.  Salary negotiable with 
experience & training.  Send resume to 1400 Southside Avenue, Bristol, TN  37620 (Attention: 
Personnel Committee) or drop off between the hours of 9am ? 2pm Mon ? Thursday.  

Boones Creek Bapt ist  Church is searching for a bi-vocat ional worship leader . Position will 
require at least 15 hours per week. It is preferred that the candidate have at least 2 years of 
worship leading experience.It is also desired for the candidate to have a college degree but not 
required. Boones Creek Baptist Church is an SBC church that supports the cooperative program, 
supports the Tennessee Baptist Convention and is doctrinally aligned with the 2000 Baptist Faith 
and Message. Candidates are encouraged to submit their resume 
toboonescreekbaptistchurch@gmail.com.





https://milavox.org/




Mar ch 6-7, 2020 

March 6 @ 5:30PM -  March 7 @ 3:00PM 

Higher Ground Bapt ist  Church 

1625 Lynn Garden Drive, K ingsport , T N 37665. 

To pre-register for this class, contact Elizabeth Holmes at 
eholmes@tnbapt ist .org or (615) 371-7926.

Please pre-register by Monday, March 2, so that we can supply you with the 
proper t raining mater ials and/or lunch count on Saturday.

T he credent ialing fee is $36. T his fee will cover not only the cost of the ID 
and background check but also the cost of any of the basic t raining courses 

a volunteer wants to take over the next 3 years.

In order to be fully credent ialed, you will need to take at least one 
specialized class after you have taken the prerequisite course of 

?Introduct ion to Southern Bapt ist  Disaster Relief.?

Disaster Relief Volunteers can now download the following forms to their  
computers and fill them out and br ing them with you to training or send 

them to the DR office. By typing these forms, you are helping us save t ime 
with data entry and increasing our accuracy of keeping your records.

https:/ / tndisasterrelief.org/ registration-forms/

https://tndisasterrelief.org/registration-forms/
https://tndisasterrelief.org/registration-forms/


Gatlinburg Convention Center

Gatlinburg, Tennessee

Get -Toget her , an event for women of all ages

Connect ion , an event for girls in grades 7-12

Registration now open

https://tn.sbcworkspace.com/Pub/Event/Register/55227435
https://tn.sbcworkspace.com/Pub/Event/Register/55227435
https://tn.sbcworkspace.com/Pub/Event/Register/55227435
https://www.tnbaptist.org/gtcon2020


Holston Has a Drone

Have a church event that you would like pictures of? 
Want a promotional video for your church website or 
Facebook page? Do you just  need to make sure your 

church's roof is in good shape? Contact Jeremy Carlson 
at  jeremy@holstonbapt ists.org for more information

mailto:jeremy@holstonbaptists.org


On April 13-14, the Holston Bapt ist  Associat ion will be host ing a            
Transit ional Int er im  Past or  t rain ing. This t raining is to prepare and equip 
ministers to fully ut ilize the unique minist ry opportunit ies in the inter im 

per iods between the departure of one pastor and arr ival of another.

Topics Include:

·The Dut ies, Skills and Object ives of TIP Training

·Conflict  Management  Skills

·Leading the Church to Plan for the Future

·Suggested Preaching During the Transit ion

·Assist ing the Pastor Church Process

·Preparing the Church for the New Pastor

·Church Revitalizat ion

Cost :

$40 (for HBA members) and $65 (non-members) to cover cost  of mater ials.

Schedule:

Monday, Apr il 13 and Tuesday, Apr il 14 from 6:30 - 9:00 each evening.

For more details or to register, please call our off ice no later than March 27th.





www.website.com info@website.com

Holston Baptist Association
207 Universi ty Pkwy

Johnson City, TN 37604

hba@holstonbaptists.org

www.holstonbaptists.org

423-929-1196
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